
 
The Colorado Clean Water Coalition (CCWC) membership continues to grow now totaling twenty-three with 
six affiliate members. We now represent more than 4 million Colorado residents, as well as members from 
business and industry – all united to advocate for the mission of the Coalition.  Our message continues to be 
well-received, resonating from Colorado to Washington, D.C.  with Douglas County Commissioner Jack Hilbert 
representing the interests of the organization in his continuing role as Chair.

March 2014 marked the third consecutive year CCWC Chair, Jack Hilbert, traveled to Washington D.C. dur-
ing the time of the National Association of Counties (NACo) conference to meet with Colorado Congressional 
Delegates and the Municipal Branch Chief for the U.S. EPA, Office of Water.

During these meetings Commissioner Hilbert once again delivered the Coalition’s message of the need for re-
gionally appropriate, flexible and cost effective stormwater regulations.  One significant point brought to the 
meetings was the serious issue of the EPA’s proposed definition of Water of the United States.  An immediate 
outcome to this discussion topic was the need for CCWC to meet with EPA Region 8, to express our concerns 
directly. 

On April 8, 2014, leading the Coalition, Commissioner Hilbert (along with staff) met with Mr. Shaun McGrath, 
Regional Administrator EPA Region 8. A response letter to Mr. McGrath, following our meeting, is attached to 
this newsletter for your convenience. 
 
During the meeting EPA inquired as to how our Coalition is organized. While we believe the Coalition cur-
rently has the framework in place to accomplish its mission and objectives, we concluded that we will have 
a broader level of acceptance with a formalized organizational charter. Therefore, to that end we are ex-
cited to announce that we, as of this writing, are finalizing an organizational charter for the Coalition.
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EPA Waters of the U.S. Update – IMMEDIATE ALERT

On April 21, 2014 the EPA posted on the Federal Registry the proposed ruling of Definitions of “Waters of 
the United States” Under the Clean Water Act (EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0880) located https://www.federal-
register.gov/articles/2014/04/21/2014-07142/definition-of-waters-of-the-united-states-under-the-
clean-water-act.     Public comment period ends July 21, 2014. 

With regard to the most recent proposed ruling, the Coalition has requested time extensions from the EPA 
regarding the scientific study and the proposed rule, as the scientific study and economic analysis peer 
reviews were incomplete prior to the Federal Register posting. These extensions were never granted. The 
Coalition is concerned with the proposed rule as written and the potential impact the rule will have on 
other Clean Water Act (CWA) programs, such as the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NP-
DES), Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) and Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL). 



 

The EPA is requesting the comments submitted to be unique to individual organizations and the impacts to 
each organizations local circumstance to avoid duplicated comments. 

Due to the complexity of the proposed rule, the unexplored impacts on CWA programs, and the incomplete 
scientific study and economic analysis, we suggest the Coalition ask EPA during the comment period to use our 
questions and comments in refining the proposed rule or formally rescind the proposed ruling. 

Submit your comments, identified by Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0880 by one of the following methods 
• Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov Follow the instructions for submitting com-

ments
• E-mail: ow-docket@epa.gov. Include EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0880 in the subject line of the message
• Mail: Send the original and three copies of your comments to: Water Docket, Environmental Protection 

Agency, Mail Code 2822T, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20460, Attention: Docket ID 
No. EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0880

The Coalition would be happy to forward any letters from its members to Governor Hickenlooper, members of 
the Colorado Delegation, or to the EPA. Letters may be emailed to Tom Repp at trepp@douglas.co.us or mailed 
to Colorado Clean Water Coalition c/o Tom Repp, 100 3rd Street Castle Rock, Colorado 80104

www.coloradocleanwatercoaltion.com  /  303.660.7365

 

Western Governors’ Association 

We are encouraged by the attached letter to the EPA from Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper, in his capac-
ity as Chair of the Western Governors’ Association, in which he states his concern that “……this rulemaking was 
developed without sufficient consultation with the states and that the rulemaking could impinge upon state 
authority in water management.”  He concludes with a call to action, “Western Governors urge you to engage 
with us, individually and through the Western Governors’ Association, to resolve these important concerns in 
advance of any further action on this issue.”

We believe this message from Western Governors further demonstrates the non-partisan nature of this issue.  
We encourage our members to reach out to the Governor to ensure he understands this is also an important 
issue to local governments, business and industry, as well as state governments and request his involvement 
in carrying our message to the EPA. 

You may also be interested in seeing the Associated Press story picked up by the Denver Post on this issue. The 
link below provides the Denver Post article in its entirety, for your convenience. 

http://www.denverpost.com/cartooncontest/ci_25491684/lawmakers-push-epa-more-time-water-rule

 
Congressional Message to the EPA

MEMBER CALL TO ACTION – Waters of the U.S.  
Public Comment Period Deadline July 21, 2014

On May 1, 2014, 231 House Representatives signed a letter asking for the proposed rule to be rescinded. The 
link below provides the article in its entirety.

http://noem.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=8930E473-E34E-4980-80A3-27CDD33475B0

Members are encouraged to thank the Colorado Congressional Delegation for their support and hard work en-
suring that our message is heard by the EPA. 
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